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Motor industry warning after car falls on 14-year-old
March 16, 2004

Victoria's motor trades, particularly car wreckers have been warned against using old wheel rims, bricks and blocks of wood to support vehicles.

"Using anything other than a properly-constructed car stand, hoist or jack, in the way recommended by the manufacturer is unacceptable," WorkSafe's Executive Director John Merritt said.

"The use of wheel rims is a common and dangerous practice which could kill or cause permanent injury."

Thomastown company, Wreckr* Pty Ltd (trading as Budget Auto Salvage) was last week convicted and fined a total of $20,000 after a car supported on wheel rims that had been welded together fell on a 14-year-old casual worker.

The rims were placed so that one formed a base-plate and the other was standing up like an inverted "T".

Broadmeadows Magistrate Ann Collins was told the teenager was removing a gearbox at the time and consequently spent 30 hours in hospital with a fractured rib, scratches and bruises.

WorkSafe told the court that the car the boy was working under was among a number at Wreckr which had been raised off the ground on wheel rims welded together.

In June 2003, less than two months after the incident with the teenager, a WorkSafe inspector again visited Wreckr and saw an employee partially under a vehicle supported on temporary stands.

A WorkSafe notice was in place prohibiting the practice.

The company pleaded guilty to two Occupational Health and Safety charges.

"At a time of life when the boy should have been enjoying his first taste of work, he was put in danger and suffered a serious injury," Mr Merritt said.

"Despite the warning given by the initial incident, ignoring the prohibition notice was exposing even more people to an unacceptable risk," he said.

The charges:

Section 21(1)&(2)(a): Failure to provide and maintain safe plant and systems of work (Pleaded guilty and fined $15,000)

Particulars:
Failure to provide secure and stable plant to support a vehicle and associated systems of work for tasks performed partly and fully underneath the vehicle.
Failure to inform, instruct and train employees in the use of a safe system for working underneath vehicles.

Section 44: Failure to comply with prohibition notice. (Pleaded guilty and fined $5000)

Particulars:
A prohibition notice issued on 20 April had not been stayed nor rescinded. A WorkSafe inspector saw someone working under a vehicle raised on wheel rims in June.

*Wreckr Pty Ltd is CORRECT spelling.
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