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Auto Parts Recyclers Association of Australia
APRAA is an Affiliated Trade Association within the Motor Trades Association of Australia federation

ABN: 63 009 478 209
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C/- VACC Level 3, 464 St.Kilda Road, Melbourne VIC 3004

Ph: (61) 3 9866 6933, Fax: (61) 3 9866 5322.

Web page: www.apraa.com Email: info@apraa.com

8 November 2005.

Mr. Paul Gibson MP, Chairman,
The NSW Staysafe Committee,

Parliament House, Macquarie Street,

Sydney  NSW  2000.

c/- staysafe@parliament.nsw.gov.au 
Dear Mr. Gibson,

Auto Parts Recyclers Association of Australia (APRAA) Submission
NSW Staysafe Committee Inquiry into safety and the NRMA Insurance and IAG Preferred Repairer Scheme
1. INTRODUCTION:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the NSW Parliamentary Joint Standing Staysafe Committee inquiry into ‘safety and the NRMA Insurance and IAG Preferred Repairer Scheme’. The Auto Parts Recyclers Association of Australia Inc. (APRAA) congratulates the Staysafe Committee for its contribution to improving road safety in NSW since 1982. 

APRAA supports state and national road safety measures and the importance of ensuring vehicle safety at all times. 

APRAA is the national, industry association, which represents approximately 400 small to medium sized business members and up to 1200 non-members, as the recognised national voice of the auto parts recycling industry in Australia. APRAA has been established since 1982.

APRAA is an Affiliated Trade Association within the MTAA Federation. NSW based auto parts recycler members belong to the Motor Trade Association (MTA) NSW. APRAA is also affiliated with the major international auto recycling industry Associations: ARA (USA – refer www.a-r-a.org ) and EGARA (Europe – refer www.egaranet.org ). 

Auto part recycler MTA members are required by their association Code of Conduct to meet minimum quality standards, plus many of them have progressed their businesses with a commitment to quality parts and service, including voluntarily adopting the APRAA Accreditation scheme higher standards (Level 1-5 stars). Many auto parts recyclers pride themselves on achieving environmental best-practice in regard to their business premises, image and processes, including the treatment of waste pollutants and materials.

2. WHAT IS APRAA’s ROLE?

As the national association representing auto parts recyclers, one of APRAA’s major aims is to support the increased use of quality recycled (panel and mechanical) parts throughout Australia. Auto parts recycler activities reduce the environmental impact of the motor vehicle, in addition to assisting in resource conservation by providing the repair industry and consumers generally, with a large range of recycled parts. Our sector handles the majority of the 500,000 End-of-Life Vehicles (ELVs) which are retired from our roads annually. APRAA is the national voice of the quality industry.

APRAA and the MTAA Federation are in regular contact with state regulatory authorities such as Councils, the Police, EPA, Registration Authorities, O H & S Departments, plus the federal Department of Environment and Heritage. Accordingly our combined respect is acknowledged at state and national levels with industry and government alike. 
APRAA and the MTAA have been major supporters of the National Motor Vehicle Theft Reduction Council (NMVTRC) and its strategies to reduce auto theft, and are also key stakeholders promoting the recyclers National Parts Code.
3. WHY ARE RECYCLED PARTS USED? 

Since the beginning of the automotive industry, quality auto parts recyclers have played a vital role in sourcing and supplying quality Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) and recycled (also referred to as used or second hand) and aftermarket new parts to the body repair sector for insurance and private vehicle repairs; and also to the mechanical service and Do-It-Yourself (DIY) sectors. After an End-of-Life Vehicle is de-polluted, and where quality recycled parts are professionally dismantled, parts are cleaned, tested, tagged or packaged, computer inventoried (even bar coded by many), racked, freighted door to door if required, and are commonly supplied with 3-6 month guarantees or higher guarantees up to 12 months. 

Quality recycled parts offer an important cost-effective trade and consumer alternative choice. Freedom of choice to buy OEM new, aftermarket or recycled parts is only fair. Significant cost savings can be achieved by the appropriate use of fit-for-purpose, quality recycled parts, often up to 30-50% on the new price. These savings can be achieved by, or passed on to, the consumer, keeping the costs of service and repairs down, while also contributing to the reduction in environmental waste. OEM recycled parts are of course manufactured to OEM standards. After all, if you are driving a 3 year old car, why do you need to pay a premium for a new part such as a door, especially when recycled parts which are professionally painted and guaranteed are available? In some cases, using a recycled part may be the only cost effective option.

4. ARE RECYCLED PARTS UNSAFE?

APRAA and MTAA are most concerned to ensure that the Staysafe Committee (and potentially the general community) understand the important role that recycled parts and auto parts recyclers play in today’s automotive industry. The Committee’s Inquiry Terms of Reference, Point 3: “Use of second hand vehicle parts, further compromising safety”, in our view underlines the need for greater community education about the benefits of quality recycled parts; where it is appropriate for them to be used. 

Importantly, APRAA believes that quality recycled parts sold by a licensed quality operator, and fitted by a professional, will not compromise vehicle safety. APRAA would be pleased to consider any evidence to the contrary.

While APRAA has concerns about the NRMA/IAG preferred repairer and supplier schemes and how they may negatively impact on the quality body repair and auto parts recycling industries, the operation of those schemes do not of themselves mean that recycled parts are inherently unsafe or that their use is inappropriate. 

5. SUMMARY

Should you require any assistance or clarification on the above comments, or should you require a meeting to further discuss the issues, I would be pleased to assist the Committee and can be contacted at the APRAA National Secretariat on phone 03) 9866 6933. 

Further details on APRAA’s role and activities can be found on our website www.apraa.com; including specific sections (see under News) on Environmental Issues, Media Releases, Industry Issues, and the National Parts Code.
[image: image1.png]



Alan Marshall, Executive Officer,

APRAA National Secretariat.
Email: alan@apraa.com   Ph: 03) 9866 6933 or Mob: 0418 822 939






Serving the auto parts recycling industry since 1982!

‘Quality Auto Parts Recycling Drives Our Future!’


